Common Fund and the use of Church Commissioners' Grant Criteria

A Church Commissioners' grant is made available to dioceses to support
mission in parishes which might not otherwise be able fully to contribute to the
cost of delivery of that mission. It is proposed that Common Fund is allocated
in 2011 with an increase in the Fixed Element to £12,000. That may present a
small number of parishes with difficulty in meeting a higher Common Fund
contribution. It is proposed that £100,000 of Church Commissioners' grant is
withheld and allocated to poorer parishes to abate the demand on them.

Synod is invited to determine the criteria which might apply to any abatement.
Some initial thoughts on criteria, which might be considered, are included here
only to serve to stimulate the debate:

e The parish income factor should be less than 0.8

e The parish can evidence over the previous 5 years that it has made
every attempt to meet its Common Fund asking in full and has
consistently submitted the required data for the Common Fund
calculation

e There is in place an annual stewardship programme

e The parish are fully engaged with Transforming Church, have stated
objectives and time line for delivery, are implementing the
recommendations and have submitted their report

e The parish have explored a partnership arrangement with another
parish within the Diocese who may be able to assist in agreed and
appropriate ways

e The parish are committed to running a Christian Basics course at least
once a year.

This is by no means an exhaustive list but, as said earlier, is merely intended
to stimulate thinking on the part of Synod and its membership as to an
appropriate mix of factors which should define the criteria for abatement.

Phil Nunnerley
DBF Chair
21 October 2010
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